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Principal’s Message
  
 

Middle School Winter Conferences - PLEASE NOTE CHANGE! 
 

On January 16th we will be having the middle school winter parent/teacher conferences. Conferences 
will be from 4:00-7:00 PM. Please note that conferences are only one evening during this time.  We will 
also be holding an evening of conferences on April 13th.  Teachers will be sending more information home 
with students. These conferences mark nearly the half-way point of your child’s school year. It is a great 
time to review and reflect on the first part of the year and set goals with your child for the remainder of 
the year. Please remember, you can always contact a teacher or set up a meeting if you have any 
questions or concerns about your child. We welcome the opportunity to talk with parents about their 
children. We look forward to seeing you in January and April! 

As I write this article for the newsletter, the forecast for the week includes warmer temperatures and 
beautiful sunshine!  We have so much to be grateful for!  Everyone at DCMS has had a very productive 
month of learning.  Students have or will be continuing to engage in many learning activities as they 
prepare for the MCA tests coming in April and May.  As you look forward to the upcoming months, 
please be aware of the days your son/daughter may have presentations or tests.  We ask that you 
consider that when making appointments. 
 
Our students have participated in Lego League, Math League, book reports, a trip to the Dassel History 
Museum, a “Cell City” project,  snow globe writing, Native American projects and countless others.  They 
can look forward to career speakers, planting of terrariums, our grade level and school- wide spelling 
bee, extra-curricular activities, and hourly lessons of learning.  Check in with your child today…what 
can they tell you about their activities at school?

Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns regarding your child!  Let’s take care of any 
problems when they are small! 
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Activity Day
 

On February 7th we will hold our annual DCMS activity day. 
This is a full day when students can take part in a wide 
variety of fun and exciting activities. Students are rewarded 
for behaving well and earning good grades during the second 
quarter. While there are criteria for participation, they do not 
preclude any students from some level of involvement. Soon 
you will receive a booklet describing each session being 
offered on that day. Please look through the booklet with your 
child and help him or her choose sessions that you support.  
Because of limitations related to certain activities, students 
will need to select back-up choices as explained in the booklet.  
We are planning on having Activity Day sign up during the 
morning on January 30th.
 
We have made a deliberate attempt to provide a number of 
activities that involve either no or minimal cost.  If a minimal 
cost activity still poses an economic challenge for your child’s 
participation, please contact Beth Steinleitner, our school 
social worker, for scholarship assistance.
 
 Students’ opportunities during activity day will be based 
upon the following guidelines:
 
Academic  Students who are earning an “F” in any class on 
January 22nd will be required to work for the first half of the 
day in a study hall.  They may participate in afternoon 
on-campus activities.
 
Behavioral  Students who earn two detentions  during the 2nd 
Quarter will, at the discretion of the principal or dean of 
students, only be allowed to participate in on-campus 
activities.
 
School Policy  Students, who have violated any major school 
policy, as listed in the student handbook, will only be allowed 
to participate in on-campus activities.
 
 
We hope that our students enjoy this break from our daily 
routine and feel rewarded for their academic and positive 
behavioral efforts.
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Drop off and pick up at the Dassel – Cokato Middle School
The middle and high school complex parking lot is a very busy place from 7:45 – 8:00 AM and from 3:00 – 
3:15 PM and we need your help!  Please drop your child/children off at the curb rather than in the bypass 
lane as you wait at the crosswalk.  If you need to enter the school, please locate in a parking spot rather 
than at the curbside.  There are many students that ride with their older brothers and sisters that walk 
through that area too.  Please keep an extra eye out for these students as well.  We realize there are many 
cars in a small area but with a little extra time and patience everyone can be safe!

Keep Your Valuables Close or Secure
The middle and high school complex does have a great security surveillance system. There are cameras in 
every hallway, foyers, and lunch room areas. Many investigations have been solved using the 
surveillance system and cameras, unfortunately, there are locations that are not always visible. It is in 
these locations where we encourage all students to lock up valuable items or keep them with them in 
school but do not take them from their pockets. We have had past incidents where items have gone 
missing or have been lost and are never recovered. We try to avoid such situations by making sure we 
lock up all valuables.  Thanks for your support and help with these matters.

“2nd Chance Breakfast” Trial for 7th Grade
With busy mornings, and the fact that many students report that they just aren’t hungry right away in 
their school day, a “2nd Chance Breakfast” is being offered.

● Breakfast will continue to be served before school in the cafeteria and students may 
participate at both times.

● A second chance breakfast of grab-and-go foods will be offered between 2nd and 3rd periods.
● Breakfast cart will be located in the commons hallway.
● Breakfast costs $1.00, deducted from the lunch account- no cash option.
● Students receiving free and reduced lunch are only eligible for one paid/reduced breakfast 

however may purchase a second one at their own expense.
Breakfast has many benefits, including improved physical and academic performance. DCMS’s 
expanded breakfast program hopes to encourage more students to fuel their minds and bodies with a 
healthy meal in the morning!

Quiet Room
New this year! Miss Beth will be available Tuesday mornings from 7:45-8:05 for kids who need a 
quiet place to hang out before school starts.  Please contact her for more information. 

Check us out on Facebook and Twitter!
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Photography Policy
Photographs are taken in our 

buildings throughout the school 
year. Some of these photographs 

will be used in district publications, 
submitted to outside publications 

or used on the school district 
Twitter or Facebook. Videotaping, 

for district use, may also occur. 
Pictures taken with cell phones are 

prohibited other than for staff 
using a cell phone for a district 

purpose. Requests not to 
photograph or film specific 

students will be honored. Please 
contact the principal for additional 

information. Thanks

Activity Events
All K-6 students must be 

accompanied by a parent, guardian, 
or chaperone in order to enter DC 
activities and sporting events. We 
encourage all students to attend 
activities to support our student 

participants. We appreciate 
spectator attendance.

Students and children are not 
allowed to play in designated areas 
and need to refrain from playing on 

identified handicapped accessible 
ramps at events to keep them clear 

for use. Our athletic and activity 
programs appreciate your support at 

all events, see you there!

Paraprofessional Substitute Positions Available
If you are interested in a substitute paraprofessional position please complete a 

non-licensed application (available on the district website) and return it to the Middle 
School Office. 

Career Speakers Needed
In January, eighth grade students will complete a unit in career exploration. Students 
will each complete an interest and skill inventory and then choose a career to research. 
They will write a formal research paper and give an informative speech to their 
classmates about the career. This unit will help the students build high school course 
plans that will prepare them for college and work, and it introduces them to career 
options that are relevant to them.
During this unit, we also invite 7-9 members of the community to come in to speak to the 
students about their chosen careers. This year’s date for community career talks will be 
Friday, January 24, 2020.  Our hope is for students to listen to a variety of career 
speakers. If you are interested in speaking about your career, please contact one of the 
8th grade ELA teachers for more details:

Jill Kittock:   320-286-4100 ext. 1632      Jill.Kittock@dc.k12.mn.us
Amy Onell: 320-286-4100 ext. 1662      Amy.Onell@dc.k12.mn.us
Amy Bollman: 320-286-4100 ext 1675         Amy.Bollman@dc.k12.mn.us

mailto:Jill.Kittock@dc.k12.mn.us
mailto:Amy.onell@dc.k12.mn.us
mailto:Amy.Bollman@dc.k12.mn.us
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January 6th- Classes Resume 

January 14th- Spelling Bee

January 16th- Conferences 4-7pm (Mrs. Dell Available 5:30-7pm)

January 24th- 8th Grade Career Day

January 30th- Activity Day Registration 8-10am

Dates to Remember

6th Grade Science and Health News

Science: 
DCMS 6th graders will continue Chapter 11 “Exploring Forces.” They will learn about simple machines and 
types of energy. We will be researching simple machines for our culminating activity for this chapter. 

Health - Sixth graders will continue in Unit 3 of Second Step. We will focus on recognizing strong emotions 
and developing strategies to help us work through our emotions.

Candy Grams!
Students from Mrs. Atkinson's Charger 
Time sold 320 Candy Grams during the 
month of December.  Students bought 
friends candy canes and they were 
delivered with a note to their Charger 
Time.  All proceeds rotate between the 
Dassel and Cokato Food Shelf, going to 
Dassel this year.  Approximately $150 
was raised!
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Stars
The STARS Program is a targeted service program 
designed to support students who are experiencing 
academic, social or emotional difficulties which interfere 
with their ability to be successful in the school setting. 
Students will have time to work on homework, will be 
provided a snack and social interaction time with peers.
Program expectations: 
· Good Attendance 
(Tuesday and Thursday 3:05-5:00)
 **Please send a note to school if your child will not be 
attending STARS that day. If your child misses 5 
consecutive absences of STARS they will be removed from 
the program. 
· Parental support  
· Student Cooperation 
· Parent/Guardian(s) arranged transportation home at 
5:00pm 
· If School Activities are canceled, STARS will also be 
canceled.
 *There is no charge for the program 
For more information and permission slips please 
contact Miss Beth at Ext. 1606 

Crash Lounge
Do you want a place to go hang out with your friends 

after school? Drop in at the “Crash Lounge” in the 
Middle School Commons on Mondays after school 

until 5:00pm. 
Who is this for? 
This program is open to ALL Middle School Students 
grades 5th-8th on a drop in basis. Come once, twice 
or every week. 
What is there to do? 
Ping-pong, foosball, air hockey, darts, four square, 
board games, listen to music, watch movies, read 
books and magazines, do homework, talk and laugh 
with friends, open gym and swimming (when 
available) and much more! 
Dates: 
October: 7, 28
November: 4, 11, 18, 25
December: 2,9,16 
January: 6,13,27
February: 3, 10 25
March: 2
Cost: 
FREE! Permission slips available in the office.

8th Grade Global Studies
As we are learning about Southern 
Europe and West-Central Europe, 
eighth grade Global Studies students 
got to learn first hand what it is like 
living there. Linda Randi and Lucie 
Gebhardt, both foreign exchange 
students in the high school, spoke 
with our classes about life in Italy and 
Germany. They shared about their 
family lives, school, pop culture, 
holidays, festivals, and food. There 
was a question and answer session 
following each presentation.
Thanks for sharing about life in your 
country!
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New Staff Welcome!!
Name: Brooke Dell
Position: Spanish Teacher
Hometown: Annandale
Family: Husband Devon and baby due in May 
2020
Pets: Dog Diva, cat Izzy, and 2 horses: Blue 
Jay and Peach
Why did you choose DC: close to my 
hometown!
Favorite tv show? Heartland
Favorite song? Most country music
Favorite food? Breakfast food
Favorite hobby? Riding horse
Favorite animal? Horse
Do you collect anything? Any small item that 
could potentially be used for crafting
What was your first job? Picking pumpkins
Worst fear? Small spaces
What’s your pet peeve? Not washing hands

Name: Sandy Stertz
Position: 8th Math and Global Studies Teacher
Hometown: Austin, MN
Family: Todd (husband), Abbie (freshman at 
UW - Madison), Ethan (DC junior), Spencer (DC 
8th grade)
Pets: Mecheala (golden retriever), Pepper (cat)
Why did you choose DC:  We have been part of 
the DC community for over 20 years.  The 
people and schools are family and home.
Favorite tv show? The Office
Favorite song? One Shining Moment
Favorite food? Pizza
Favorite hobby? Running
Favorite animal? Dog
Do you collect anything? Nope
What was your first job? Engineer (out of 
college); babysitter (in MS)
Worst fear? Kids not being happy and healthy
What’s your pet peeve? Negative attitudes

Name: Deputy Eric Dahlheimer
Position: School Resource Officer Wright 
County Sheriff's Office
Hometown:Monticello Pets: Cat
Why did you choose DC: I love the country
Favorite tv show? MEATEATER on Netflix
Favorite song? Anything by Godsmack 
right now.
Favorite food? Ribeye steak
Favorite hobby? So many! Hunting for one!
Favorite animal? Deer, they taste delicious!
Do you collect anything? Silver
What was your first job? Cook at KFC
Worst fear? NA
What’s your pet peeve? NOT BEING EXCITED 
ABOUT LIFE!
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6th Grade Visits Dassel History Center
DCMS 6th graders recently took in a fur trade exhibit at the Dassel History Center.  The exhibit featured 
a display on loan from the Minnesota Historical Society as well as artifacts from local fur traders.  
Students participated in hands-on activities like trying to guess what animal a pelt came from.  They 
also tried to lift a 45 pound pack similar to what the voyageurs would have carried on their backs as 
they portaged.  Another activity challenged students to create a design using tiles, similar to Ojibwe 
beadwork.  The students enjoyed learning more about the Minnesota Fur Trade.  
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